2011 Homecoming – “State of the Club” – Upsilon President Blake Ray

I wish I could get up here and deliver a speech that could begin in any way to resemble Matt Keyt’s powerful speech last year. Fortunately, Matt has given me something even better; he has left a legacy on this club that I can stand on. I am standing on the shoulders of giants, not only of Matthew Keyt, but of every member that has put on these grey pants and this black jacket. I want to personally thank you all, for everything that you have given this club. Only because of what you have given us, are we even able to experience Lee’s greatest and oldest fraternity.

The last year has been a great year for Upsilon; we have had two great taps. In tap 97, during the fall of 2010, 9 guys were inducted into this great brotherhood, including two Upsilon legacies. Tap 98 brought Upsilon 7 more great members this semester---. Upsilon still strives to live out our constitution in everyway possible, always being ready to assist a brother in need. We have taken part in several service projects, faithfully fulfilling the Christian commitment to serve. We started a study group session together, as we continue to strive after scholarly pursuits, and our goal is to always create an environment of Christian fellowship. We all know that Intramurals are not near as important, but as students in a Lee University that seems to be getting more difficult every semester, they do help to keep us sane. We’ve had two solid softball teams the last two semesters, both of which have lost in the championship game, but we know that will change next semester. We have a football team that right now is the best I’ve seen since I was tapped.. and a basketball team that will make a strong run for the championship next semester. 

Upsilon, however, has had its share of struggles in the last year. Because of new standards and restrictions placed on induction, one of the club’s most important lessons was required to be changed.…We still say Hickory, as a club, and it still holds as the very foundation to this club, but we have had to give the big brothers an even more significant new role. Another one of our biggest lessons is requiring a lot of changes and we are working on it right now, hoping to come up with a solution that will allow our lessons to remain as powerful as they always have. Upsilon still lives out every lesson we teach in the woods. It defines us as Upsilon Men. It serves as a constant reminder to be everything that God has called us to be. Being in Upsilon is not only an honor, but it defines who we are, and holds us to a higher standard. Upsilon develops us into better men, and better Christians. 

We’ve had two recent situations in the club that have hit us very close to home….. Taylor Medlin, a Upsilon Man from Fall of 2010, lost his grandfather, Reverend Walter Atkinson, on Tuesday, and is currently at the funeral with his family as we speak. Stephen Buchanan, a junior business student from Cincinnati, Ohio, who became a Upsilon man this semester, has a sister who works for a refugee council in Somalia…. She was working to help make Somalian citizens safe from old unexploded landmines and was sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with them,… Over a week ago, Jessica Buchanan was taken hostage in Somalia and is being held for ransom by a clan of Somali extremist… Stephen is currently at home with his family. He has been in contact with his sister, and she is doing ok, but she desperately needs us to pray to God for her rescue. We are constantly praying for the deliverance of Jessica Buchanan, and we believe that God will send His people to rescue her. These struggles allow us to grow closer to God, we trust in Him and we know that He alone has the power and authority to be our deliverer and comforter in these situations.. Paul wrote, “We know that God makes all things work together for the good of those who love Him.” We hold onto that truth as we pray together as a club, and I Thank you for your prayers for Stephen’s sister and Taylor’s family.

We have had a significant transition in leadership over the last year, we’ve had several of our stronger spiritual leaders move onto bigger and better things, but I have seen incredible spiritual development in the lives of a lot of our younger members. We have started a club wide bible study that is meeting every Thursday, one that we eventually plan to open up to the campus, and hopefully have some alumni and faculty come into speak to us. We are constantly pursuing after God, and hoping to increase our impact on the Lee University campus. Together with the Alumni Association, we have a 50th anniversary gift for Lee and construction will begin next semester. (Joe Giove will give more details about that in a few minutes.)  The 50th anniversary will be a great celebration of a legacy that has impacted hundreds of men and women’s lives.  I want to personally invite you all to our 50th anniversary homecoming breakfast. It will be an event that you won’t want to miss. We also plan on having our 50th annual Sadie Hawkins event, Saturday night after breakfast next year, and we would love to have as many alumni present as possible. 

Upsilon strives for excellence, and we see that in all of our alumni, Many of whom have gone on to receive doctorates, pastoral positions, dentists, attorneys, lawyers, and many other positions - Each one, still living out our club scripture “whether therefore ye eat, drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all unto the glory of God.”  This club also strives to represent Upsilon, by giving all the Glory to God, in everything we do. 

I’m sure for many of you in this room, when you got tapped into this great brotherhood; the 50th anniversary was an extraordinary event that you could have only dreamed of. Well, for this club, closing in on 50 years is the only thing that we know. We have no understanding of hard work that it took to get here. A woman once told me that one generation’s extraordinary will become the next generations ordinary. Our 50 year anniversary, however, is in no way ordinary, but you have allowed it to become our reality. As we look forward to our 50 year anniversary, we also have extraordinary dreams for this club. We are reaping the benefits of the work that you have sown into this club and I pray everyday that we will work just as hard to make our extraordinary dreams become a reality for the future of Upsilon.

Thank you all for coming today to our 49th anniversary Homecoming breakfast. And thank you all for everything that you have done for this club.

You, and all of your dedication to the club, are the reason that Upsilon has become everything that is stands for today.

Thank God I’m a Upsilon Man

